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mons at St. Mary's which were the commentaries on
them, was that so many people seemed to like them
and to be struck by them. The gathering storm
muttered and growled for some time at a distance,
and men seemed to be taking time to make up their
minds; but it began to lour from early days, till after
various threatenings it broke in a furious article in the
Edinburgh^ by Dr. Arnold, on the "Oxford Malig-
nants"; and the Tract-writers and their friends
became, what they long continued to be, the most
unpopular and suspected body of men in the Church,
whom everybody was at liberty to insult, both as dis-
honest and absurd, of whom nothing was too cruel
to say, nothing too ridiculous to believe. It is only
equitable to take into account the unprepared state
of the public mind, the surprise and novelty of even
the commonest things when put in a new light, the
prejudices which the Tract-writers were thought wan-
tonly to offend and defy, their militant and uncom-
promising attitude, where principles were at stake.
But considering what these men were known to be in
character and life, what was the emergency and what
were the pressing motives which called for action, and
what is thought of them now that their course is run,
it is strange indeed to remember who they were, to
whom the courtesies of controversy were denied,
not only by the vulgar herd of pamphleteers, but by
men of ability and position, some of whom had been
their familiar friends. Of course a nickname was
soon found for them: the word " Tractarian " was